
 

 

Spring-Summer Newsletter, 2017 

The Edmonton and Area Land Trust (EALT) is the Capital Region Conservancy. 

 Emerald Award Finalist 

 

We’re honoured to be a finalist for the 26th Annual 
Emerald Awards for our Protecting Pollinators through 
Community Collaboration project. Our project 
accomplished a great deal to counter the ongoing 
problem of pollinator decline. Its focus on bee hotels 
provided inspiration and practical actions to enable 
the public to conserve pollinators. 

Larch Celebration 

 

EALT, the Poole Family, Melcor Developments, and 
dignitaries celebrated the permanent protection of 
Larch Sanctuary. Peter Poole gave an inspiring talk 
relating back to the Aboriginal roots in the land, while 
dignitaries helped EALT with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. Local residents were then led on an 
interpretive tour of the natural area. Click here to read 
more.  

Celebrating Bunchberry Meadows 

 

The Edmonton and Area Land Trust and the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada celebrated the conservation 
of a very special 640 acre property, together with the 
families who previously owned the land, major donors, 
and Minister Shannon Phillips.  

Bunchberry Meadows has the hummocky terrain of 
now-vegetated post-glacial sand dunes, and this 
supports some of the oldest jack pine in Alberta. Click 
here to read more. 

Earth Ambassador Award 

 

Congratulations to Wild Birds Unlimited for winning 
EALT’s Earth Ambassador Award this year! Mayor 
Don Iveson presented the award to Janis Chapman 
and Vicki Trombley of Wild Birds Unlimited.  

EALT’s Earth Ambassador Program was developed to 
encourage partnerships with local businesses to build 
support for nature conservation, in honour of Earth 
Hour. This benefits the community, local residents, 
wildlife and the environment. Click here to read more. 
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Geocaching Nature Tour 

 

Date: Saturday, May 27th at 10 am OR 1 pm 

Where: Boisvert’s GreenWoods, northeast of Morinville 
(click here for directions) 

How: Register your family by emailing steph@ealt.ca 

What: A fun-filled event for introducing your family to 
Geocaching, an outdoor treasure hunt. EALT will give a 
short presentation and then lead you through an old 
growth forest to find 4 geocaches along the 1.5 km trail. 
Click here for more details. 

Bonus: Every family that registers will be entered in a 
draw to win our Nature Kit for Kids! 

Summer Interns: Welcome & Hiring More! 

 

We’re excited to welcome our summer interns to the 
EALT Team for the busy summer season. They will be 
assisting us with many projects including bat & owl 
habitat enhancement, nature discovery for kids, Canada 
150 celebrations, and restoring the health of Willow 
creek. Click here to read more about our new interns. 

It’s already been a busy summer so far and there’s a lot 
more ahead! Fortunately, we’ve received funding to 
hire an additional intern: click here for all the details. 

 

Batty for Bat Houses 

Bats play an important 
role in our ecosystems, all 
across Canada. While 
bats often get a bad rap, 
they are actually highly 
effective insect eaters. 
One Little Brown Bat can 
eat 600 to 1,000 
mosquitoes per hour! 

 

EALT is enhancing bat habitat by building and installing 
bat boxes at many of our conserved natural areas, and we 
need your help! Please donate to assist us to obtain 
materials and cover associated costs to enhance roosting 
habitat for local bats. Click here to donate now. 

Celebrating 150 Acres 

 

EALT is celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday this summer 
by hosting nature walks on 150 acres of Canada’s natural 
heritage. Celebratory events will be hosted at Larch 
Sanctuary and Pipestone Creek and will include guided 
tours. Materials for a self-guided tour will also be available 
and can be accessed online outside of event dates, so 
you can also experience the tour and explore these 
gorgeous natural areas on your own if you choose! Click 
here for more info. 

Conservation & Outreach Coordinator Opening 

We’re hiring an individual to work with EALT on 
conservation and outreach projects while Stephanie is 
away on Maternity Leave. Congratulations to Steph! Click 
here for more information on the position and 
qualifications. 

Welcome Onita! 

Onita Blankenfeldt 
recently joined our team to 
lead fund development 
and raise awareness of 
EALT. Welcome Onita! 
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