CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change, a consequence of heavy green-house
gas emissions, results in warmer temperatures and
more frequent extreme weather events, such as flood,
fire, and drought.
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Extreme heat (fire and drought) can result in
problems such as:

« Increased disease and pest outbreaks that require
expensive control measures.

« Increased demand for electricity to power indoor
cooling systems.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

- Increased maintenance costs of urban trees and
recreation fields, requiring more frequent water-
ing (since 2002, trees in Edmonton have been
lost at an increased rate, requiring more trees to

be replanted and maintained). - Support the conservation
and protection of existing
BENEFITS OF NATURAL AREAS natural areas to maintain

their ecological integrity.
Maintaining existing natural areas (forests, ' . Designate ecologically
grasslands, rivers and lakes) is more cost-effective significant and sensitive
than replacing lost ecological functions using lands for protection.
infrastructure and technology.

MITIGATING CLIMATE CHANGE

Mitigation refers to actions that prevent, reduce or
offset the impact of climate change.

. The worlds forests and oceans are sinks for car-
bon, sucking up about half of the carbon released
each year from burning fossil fuels.

« Natural areas secure and recharge ground water,
absorb rain water, regulate floods and protect
against erosion.

The Edmonton and Area Land

ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE Trust works to mitigate
climate change impacts by
Adaptation refers to actions that minimize vulnerabil- conserving existing natural
ity to climate change. areas.
« Natural areas protect against the impacts of cli- Where appropriate, EALT
mate change by buffering local climate and reduc- takes steps to sequester

carbon via habitat restoration,

ing impacts from severe climate events such as
such as large scale tree

storms, floods, droughts and sea-level rise.

planting.
- Natural areas help communities, especially those EALT promotes education and
in developing countries, adapt to the effects of positive action on natural
climate change. They are often important sources areas and climate change.

for water, food and traditional medicines.



