
 

 

 

2019 Earth Ambassador Program 
Conservation is a community effort. The Earth Ambassador Program fosters 
partnerships with businesses/corporations to build support for local nature 
conservation, which benefits the community, residents, wildlife, and the 
environment. 

Meet this year’s Earth Ambassadors here. If you would still like to register your 
business for the program, it’s not too late! Click here for more info. 

Conserve YEG’s Forest and Farmland 
Donate to conserve 233 acres of old growth forest and fertile farmland right inside 
the City of Edmonton. EALT hopes to put a conservation easement on the Visser 
Lands, to ensure that the agricultural lands continue to provide local food security 
for the Edmonton region, and to conserve this important wildlife habitat in 
perpetuity. In order for EALT to proceed with the conservation easement, we need 
to raise funds to pay for initial capital as well as ongoing costs. Click here for more 
details on the land and fundraiser. 

Annual Report: A Decade of Conservation 
EALT has achieved amazing accomplishments for local nature conservation in 10 
years. We have secured 2,243 acres of ecologically significant land. Volunteers 
have made stewardship of this land possible by volunteering over 15,000 hours, 
removing 40 km of barbed wire, and controlling 100 acres of weeds.  
 
In a decade, EALT formed 126 partnerships, developed 50 educational resources 
and maintained 27 km of trails to connect residents with nature. Click here to 
view the full infographic. 

Volunteers Dedicate Over 3,000 Hours 
In 2018, 358 volunteers dedicated 3,270 hours at 50 EALT volunteer events and on 
various other projects and tasks, to support the conservation of local nature. 
Volunteers enhanced habitat by installing 8 bat boxes, over 40 bird nest boxes, and 
cleaning out another 200 nest boxes. To reduce erosion and make Coates 
Conservation Lands more accessible to foot traffic, volunteers bravely installed 60 
stairs on a steep slope. Volunteers also hosted 12 info booths at community events 
to raise awareness for EALT’s work. Click here to view the Volunteer Story Map. 
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Winter Walks 
Before the weather turned too cold, staff and volunteers paid a visit to our Smith 
Blackburn Homestead to look for wildlife tracks in the snow. This area isn’t open 
to the public yet, but we hope it will be in Summer or Fall this year. Winter walks 
are a great time to see evidence of wildlife that we might not see otherwise. 
(Photo: Sherry Gao) 

Species Spotlights 
Did you know—the Moose is the largest member of the deer family? The 
distinctive “too-too-too” song of a Northern Saw-whet Owl sounds a little like a 
truck backing up? Stinging nettle really does sting, but has been used by 
Indigenous people for generations for teas, treating infections, and as fibre for 
fishing line?  Find out more interesting facts about species local to the Edmonton 
region in our Species Spotlights. 

Larch Sanctuary Featured on CBC’s Our Edmonton 
EALT and Larch Sanctuary were recently featured on CBC’s Our Edmonton 
program with Adrienne Lamb. This beautiful area, just off 23rd Ave, is full of 
wildlife along Whitemud Creek — an important tributary of the North 
Saskatchewan River. Learn more about Larch Sanctuary here, and plan to visit 
sometime soon to see nature in Edmonton’s backyard. 

Science Spotlights 
Delve deeper into conservation related topics with our newest Science Spotlight 
blogs. Learn more about why land conservation in an extremely fragmented 
region like Edmonton is important, and why water quality  is as much about land 
management as it is about water.  

Nature Kit Giveaways 
We want to inspire the next generation of conservation leaders! It’s never too 
early to develop a love of nature, and a great way to help kids do that is by using 
one of our Nature Kits, or finding helpful activities on our EALT Kids blog. Late last 
year, we held a contest for teachers and other educators for a chance to win a 
free Nature Kit for their classroom or school group. We received so much 
enthusiasm, that we’ll be holding another Nature Kit Giveaway soon—stay tuned 
to our social media for more details. 
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